Brain tumor location and psychiatric symptoms: is there any association? A meta-analysis of published case studies.
A meta-analytic study of reports of brain tumors and psychiatric symptoms for the past 50 years was conducted to examine potential associations between tumor location and psychiatric symptoms. Results demonstrated that there is a statistically significant association between anorexia symptoms and hypothalamic tumors. For the rest of the brain regions a statistically significant association could not be definitively determined. However, several of the regions demonstrated an increased likelihood of associated symptoms when compared with other regions. The methodological limitations of this analysis are discussed.